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Master-Renovation former Palais Palffy

On the ground floor the cafeteria was planned with a wooden patio above water. The look of the courtyard works as a contrast

to the new hightech facade. The patio, the water, the stones and the arranged plants were built on the same level. The relaxing

sound of the water and the white grit function as a contrast to the dark glass facade.

Master-Renovation former Palais Palffy
Next to the Underground station (U3 sta-
tion Herrengasse) there is this nearly
inconspicuous building. The OSCE
(Organisation for Security and Cooper-
ation in Europe) became a new home in
this former Palais. By order of the Federal
Ministry of Economics and Labour, substi-
tuted by Burghaupt-mannschaft Osterre-
ich(Office of the Imperial Hofburg Vienna),
the former Palais Palffy fulfilled a rebirth,
designed by Ablinger, Vedral & Partner.

Old buildings mutate sometimes into use-
less labyrinths through history. When the
people have left, the pigeons take over. If
the client is not committed, the building is
doomed to dilapidation. Once the future
use of the building is defined and the peo-

ple who are supposed to use it are determined, good orientation and
daylight become the main theme of the renovation. Renovation has
something to do with healing, healing with regeneration. A well done ren-
ovation revives the building, respects the existant, intervenes only to

eliminate structural weaknesses and gives the building a new radiance.

Design: Ablinger, Vedral & Partner Architects

Work team: Gerlinde Pottinger, Johannes Ritzer, Cecilia
Bechteler-Najjar, Cristina Dissegna, Irene Prieler,
Veronika Schnedl, Uwe Diller, Ruth Kénig, Beatrice
Unterberger

Location: 1010 Vienna, Wallnerstrale 6-6a

Client: Burghauptmannschaft Osterreich_

Austrian Republic
Completion; November 2007

Photographer: Archive Architects

thetic detail.

The valuable fabric of building was kept and restored, the less valuable,

aborted to let in more air and sunlight to
the building.

As one result of the renovation of the for-
mer Palais Palffy, the great courtyard now
is surrounded by a new Glass facade. The
rooms located with view fowards the court-
yard were mainly offices. On the ground
floor the cafeteria was planned with a
wooden patio above water. The look of the
courtyard works as a contrast to the new
hightech facade. The patio, the water, the
stones and the arranged plants were built
on the same level. The relaxing sound of
the water and the white grit function as a
contrast to the dark glass facade. We
design sustainable projects, from the first
idea, to the complete house, from furniture
to large scale projects. We believe that

better results are reached if thought is paid to the complete project,
therefore-as the master planner and architect-we try to coordinate all
project relevant matters. Our key duties are the reach from refurbish-

ment and renovation to wooden houses, from urban design to each aes-

Text: Ablinger, Vedral & Pariner Architects [80]









